GUM POLES:
GUM POLES ARE MANUFACTURED FROM BLUEGUM (ALSO KNOWN AS SILINGA) TO ENSURE
MINIMUM WEIGHT AND MAXIMUM STRENGTH.. ANY TREE GROWS FROM A THICKER TO A
THINNER BASE AND THEREFORE POLES ARE CATEGORISED BY MEASURING THEM AT EACH
END. THESE CATEGORIES ARE:

50mm — 75mm

75mm — 100mm

100mm — 125mm

125mm — 150mm

150mm — 175mm

175mm — 200mm

VARIOUS STANDARD SIZES ARE AVAILABLE:

LATHS 15-35mm

1.5m, 1.8m, 2.4m, 3.0m 3.6m

DROPPERS 35-50mm

1.5m, 1.8m, 2.4m, 3.0m 3.6m

CLASS 2 50-79mm

0.9m, 1.2m, 1.5m, 1.8m, 2.1m, 2.4m, 2.7m, 3.0m, 3.6m

CLASS 3 80-99mm

09m, 1.2m, 1.5m, 1.8m, 2.1m, 2.4m, 2.7m, 3.0m, 3.6m

CLASS 4 100-119mm

09m, 1.2m, 1.5m, 1.8m, 2.1m, 2.4m, 2.7m, 3.0m, 3.6m, 4.2m, 4.8m, 5.4m, 6.0m
CLASS 5 120—-139mm

09m, 1.2m, 1.5m, 1.8m, 2.1m, 2.4m, 2.7m, 3.0m, 3.6m, 4.2m, 4.8m, 5.4m, 6.0m
CLASS 6 140-159mm

09m, 1.2m, 1.5m, 1.8m, 2.1m, 2.4m, 2.7m, 3.0m, 3.6m, 4.2m, 4.8m, 5.4m, 6.0m
CLASS 7 160—179mm

2.4m, 2.7m, 3.0m, 3.6m, 4.2m, 4.8m, 5.4m, 6.0m

CLASS 8 180-200mm

2.4m, 2.7m, 3.0m, 3.6m, 4.2m, 4.8m, 5.4m, 6.0m

80—99mm AND 100—119mm POLES CAN BE SHARPENED TO ALLOW FOR EASIER PLANTING
AND ALL POLE SIZES CAN BE SPLIT.

SANS 457 SPECIFICATIONS APPLY TO ALL TAPERED POLES.
SABS 1288 CERTIFICATE APPLIES TO ALL CYLINDRICAL POLES
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BUILDING MATERIALS

ALL POLES ARE TO BE CCA TREATED AND SABS APPROVED. CCA STANDS FOR ‘copper,
chrome and arsenic” — WHICH IS WHAT THE TREATMENT MIXTURE CONSISTS OF. THE
COMPOUNDS, COPPER AND CHROME WITHIN THE MIXTURE MAKE THE POLES WEATHER
RESISTANT AND THE ARSENIC GUARANTEES THAT NO DAMAGE WILL BE CAUSED BY TIMBER
EATING INSECTS.

ALL POLES SHOULD BE TREATED TO A LEVEL H4. IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SOUTH
AFRICAN WOOD PRESERVERS ASSOCIATION, H4 TREATED POLES ARE MORE THAT ADEQUATE
TO BE USED FOR HIGH HAZARD — GROUND CONTACT NEEDS. THESE POLES ARE IDEAL
FOR DECKING, BRIDGES, LANDSCAPING AND AGRICULTURAL POSTS. DIFFERENT LEVELS OF
TREATMENT CAN BE APPLIED, BASED UPON THE FUNCTION OR USE OF THE POLES.

GUM POLES CAN ALSO BE ISSUED WITH AN ANTI — SPLIT PLATE AT EACH END TO
ENSURE THE TIMBER FROM CRACKING.

LATHS:

LATHES ARE THIN GUM POLES MAINLY USED FOR HORIZONTAL CONSTRUCTION OR THE
INTRODUCTION OF SCREENS. THE SHORTER THE LATH, THE LESS TAPER FROM TOP TO
BOTTOM. WHEN SPACING LATHS NEXT TO EACH QOTHER, APPROXIMATELY 30 LATHS ARE
USED PER RUNNING METER.

SPLIT POLES:

WET OF SAW IMPLIES THAT THE LOG HAS BEEN CUT INTO PLANKS OF THE NEEDED
DIMENSIONS, HOWEVER THE PLANK HAS NOT BEEN DRIED OR PLANED. THE SAW USED IN
CUTTING THE LOG LEAVES A ROUGH SURFACE ON THE PLANKS.

B—GRADE:

LIKE WET OF SAW PLANKS, B—GRADE TIMBER HAVE NOT BEEN DRIED OR PLANED BUT THE
MAIN DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GRADE A WET OF SAW AND B-GRADE IS THAT THE LATTER
STILL HAS PIECES OF BARK ON IT. THUS, TYPE B IS CHEAPER AND GIVES A MORE
RUSTIC FEELING. ALSO KNOWN AS "SLITPOLES".
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